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Greater Cincinnati GCSA Happenings
Meeting Information

May 5, 2015 
Hickory Woods Golf Course

Registration beings at 10:30am 
Lunch and guest speaker at 11:00am

 Brian Mavis discussing "sand removal and sealing off greens" 
18 holes of golf at Noon

Cost:  $30 for golf and lunch
$15 for meeting and lunch

Registrations must be made online. Payment will be accepted 
online or at the event.

As we kick off another spring season for 
2015 we look forward to an excellent year 
weather wise and with our personal health 
and lives.  The association has gone 
through many changes over the past year 
and we look forward to an exciting year 
once again.  We have a fine slate of 
courses and education planned this year.  
Please be sure to check our calendar page 
on a regular basis for updates.  I would 
like to first start off by thanking our Past 
President, Ron Freking, for all the time 
and effort he has put in over the last two 
years.  Ron went above and beyond by 
handling the President’s duties for an 
extra term due to extenuating 
circumstances.  I would also like to thank 
all those that have sponsored and 
supported the association in the past, in 
particular The Green Breeze, and all of our 
current sponsors as well.  Please note as 
of last fall, The Green Breeze is only being 
sent out electronically to save on the cost 
of printing and move us into the electronic 
age that we have all become accustomed 
to.  While we are always looking for host 
courses, we currently are full for this 
entire season but please keep us in mind 
for 2016.  Our first meeting at Hickory 
Woods should be an excellent venue and 
the Acomb families are always   

 gracious hosts.  We also are 
looking forward to attending 
Coldstream Country Club on June 
1st for the Scholarship and 
Research Tournament.  Please plan 
on attending this worthwhile event 
and show your support by being as 
generous as possible with 
sponsorship and donations.  I hope 
to see you all at Hickory Woods and 
look forward to an exciting season 
of education, golf and comradery 
with this great association.  
Please look for the special note on 
the hall of fame that has been 
developed and will be having our 
first inductees this year.  There is a 
special mention of this in The Green 
Breeze.
Thank you,
Dan Walter
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The deadline to apply for 
the various scholarships 
offered by the GCGCSA is 
May 1st. The application 

can be found on the 
Research and 

Scholarship page of our 
website. 

Announcements
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Season to season, make the right call. 
Apply Velista ,™

spring—summer—fall.

Spring and fall are the perfect seasons to clean up your 
greens, tees and fairways. Velista™  fungicide is the broadest 
spectrum SDHI that protects against anthracnose as well 
as dollar spot and brown patch and more. And when 
used in rotation with Briskway® fungicide, Velista delivers 
excellent control of summer stress diseases on greens when 
temperatures shift from warm to hot. Velista is the right call.

For more information, contact: 
Gregg Schaner
614.402.3701 
gregg.schaner@syngenta.com

  ®   ®

@SyngentaTurf  #Time4Velista
©2015 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale 
or use in all states or counties. Please check with your state or local extension service to ensure registration status. 
Briskway, GreenCast, Velista™, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group 
Company. All other trademarks used herein are the property of their respective company. MW 1LGG5006 03/15

Hickory Woods Golf Course is in its 
31 st year of operation. This daily fee, 
public golf course is owned by Denny 
Acomb. Denny has also been involved in 
the development and operation of 
O'Bannon Creek Golf Club, Crooked Tree 
Golf Course, and Snow Hill Country Club in 
Wilmington. Denny got his "golf start" 
working at his fathers' family owned 
business, Tanager Woods Golf Course, in 
Montgomery, Ohio.  Denny has been a 
long time member of our association, 
serving for 7 years on our Board of 

Directors, including one year as President, 
and 3 years as SecretaryTreasurer.  The 
next generation Acomb in the golf business 
is Denny's son, Todd. Like his dad, Todd has 
grown up working at the family owned golf 
course. He attended Eastern Kentucky 
University, graduating in 1998 with a degree 
in Turfgrass Science. Todd is currently the 
superintendent at Hickory Woods Golf 
Course. Hickory Woods has undergone many 
golf course improvements over the past 31 
years. Typically, one major golf hole 
improvement project has been undertaken 
each fall, with drainage improvement 
usually being the cornerstone of each 
project. The result of this ongoing effort is a 
much improved golf course. Recently, the 
project focus has shifted from "drainage" to 
"ash tree removal." Approximately 400 ash 
trees have been removed over the past 4 
years with perhaps 400 more to go. Big, 
costly job! 

Our Host for May: Hickory Woods Golf Course 

The GREEN Breeze  
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About a year ago, after a conversation with 
Jim Riley and Craig Leming at OTF, the idea of 

having a Hall of Fame for the GCGCSA was 
developed.   The idea was taken to the Board 

by Sean Walters, which responded very 
favorably and told Sean to run with it.  

The first step was to appoint a committee 
which would start to form ideas and plans 
and to set the parameters and structure of 

how the HOF would work and function.  These 
ideas and plans, as they progress, will be 
brought to the Board for final approval.
Currently the committee includes Sean 

Walters, Harry Helsel, John Fanning, Gregg 
Guynan, Ed Fisher, Jim Riley, Mike O’Connell, 

Bob LaChance, and Craig Leming.   The 
committee may expand as we find the need 

for more knowledge or input.

The committee has met several times, and 
a lot of great ideas are starting to take 
shape.  We will post information on a 

regular basis to keep everyone up to date.  
One thing that we all agreed on is that we 

want this to be the members’ HOF.  We 
want you as members to make the 
decisions and control the induction 

process.Eventually, we will be asking you in 
a formal way to make nominations and 

then to provide us with reasons, stories and 
general data as to why you feel these 

people should be in the HOF.
To start with, the HOF will be a part of our 

website.  A separate area that may be 
accessed off the website.It will contain not 

only the members of the HOF with bios, 
stories, and information on the individual, 

but it will also contain the history of our 
organization and even historical 

information of our profession in general.
(continued on page 5)

We Need Your Help!
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Announcing the 2015 Research and 
Scholarship Tournament

The Research and Scholarship 
Tournament will be held on Monday, 

June 1, 2015 at Coldsteam Country Club. 
Individual Player $125 
Foursome Only $500

Registration and payment must be made 
online.  Sponsorship information can be 

found online as well.

(continued from page 4)...Our first call for 
help is now.  Any information, stories, 
pictures, plaques, awards or even 
equipment that could be photographed, 
would be of great value in helping us put 
together a verbal and pictorial history of 
our association.  So if you have anything 
back in the closet or know someone that 
might, please step forward and contact 
one of the committee members.  The 
more information we can gather, the more 
enjoyable and relevant it will be to our 
current and future members.  It will be a 
unique way of preserving and celebrating 
our past, and for many of you, a stepping 
stone for making your mark on our history.

We need your help to make it happen!
Sincerely,
The HOF Committee
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It’s Never Too Early in the Season to Manage Water Resources
By Bob Vavrek, agronomist, Central region
The time spent training staff to monitor moisture during spring will pay dividends during the peaks 
months of summer stress when hand watering and judicious use of automatic irrigation are 
needed to maintain healthy turf and firm, consistent playing surfaces.

Spring is a great time to develop and 
fine tune your soil moisture monitoring 
program. Courses across the northern tier of 
the U.S. are beginning to pressurize 
irrigation systems while melting snow or 
early spring rains uniformly apply water to 
playing surfaces. Having uniformly watered 
playing surfaces affords an opportunity to 
determine a solid set of baseline moisture 
measurements to start the season. 
Significant variations from the baseline after 
automatic irrigation is applied strongly 
suggest an irrigation coverage problem that 
needs to be addressed before the peak 
months of heat stress.

In addition, monitoring moisture early in the 
year provides ample time to:
· Calibrate moisture meters
· Replace batteries and worn tines
· Ensure all the units available for
measuring moisture on the course are
producing similar readings. Run all the units
side-by-side on the same green to document
consistent measurements
· Acclimate new staff to the process of
monitoring moisture

Time spent honing your water management 
skills during spring will definitely pay dividends 
the rest of the season.
Credit:  United States Golf Association, Course Care. 
April 2015
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Golf Course Equipment Managers 
Group Votes to Dissolve

By Kan Lawrence
Golf Course Superintendents Association of 

America welcomes equipment managers with 
membership

The membership of the International Golf 
Course Equipment Managers Association 
(IGCEMA) voted Monday to dissolve the 
association, with roughly 370 equipment 
managers being welcomed to the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of 
America (GCSAA) with membership in 2015. 
“Our association has continued to grow, and 
we have reached a point where our growth 
has outpaced our resources as a volunteer 
group,” said Stephen Tucker, former 
IGCEMA chief executive officer and the 
equipment manager at Tranquilo Golf Club 
at Four Seasons in Lake 

Buena Vista, Fla. “This is a good day, 
and we are excited at the possibilities 
for equipment technicians around the 
world now to be part of the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of 
America.”
GCSAA voted at its annual meeting in 
February to introduce an equipment 
manager classification for membership. 
It was a vote to strengthen ties with 
equipment managers and recognize 
their vital role at a golf facility. 
“We recognize that equipment 
managers are an integral part of our 
membership and a vital part of the 
successful golf course management 
team,” said John J. O’Keefe, CGCS, 
GCSAA president. “We hope all facilities 
will encourage  (continue on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)... their equipment 
managers to become a valuable part of 
the association."  All equipment 
managers will be welcomed with a 
complimentary introductory membership 
through 2015 and can register online at 
www.gcsaa.org. GCSAA will continue to 
expand upon its educational programs 
and services to assist the profession, 
and continue the IGCEMA certificate 
program.
ICGEMA was formed in 2006, and the 
following year created the Edwin 
Budding award to recognize technical 
professionals who have helped to shape 
the turf industry. The award, which will 
be adopted by GCSAA, is named for the 
designer of the first cylinder mower.
 Credit: Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America, April 2015.
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